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2. An admoniiher; a reminder. 

We underftand our duty without a teacher, and acquit our- 
felves as we ought to do without a prompter . L'Ejlrange. 

Pro'mptitude. n.f [promptitude , Fr. from promptus, Lat.] 
Readinefs ; quicknefs. 

Pro'mptly. adv. [from prompt.] Readily; quickly; expe- 
ditioufly. 

He that does his merchandife chearfully, promptly and rea¬ 
dily, and the works of religion flowly, it is a fign that his 
heart is not right with God. Taylor. 

Promptness, n.f. [from prompt.] Readinefs; quicknefs; 
alacrity. 

Had not this flop been given him by that accidental fick- 
nefs, his great courage and promptnefs of mind would have 
carried him dire&ly forward to the enemy, till he had met him 
in the open plains of Perfia. South's Sermons. 

Firm and rigid mufcles, flrong pulfe, activity, and prompt¬ 
nefs in animal actions, are figns of flrong fibres. Arbuthnot. 

Pro'mpture. n.f. [from prompt.] Suggeflion ; motion given 
by another ; mitigation. A word not ufed. 

Though he hath fallen by prompture of the blood ; 

Yet hath he in him fuch a mind of honour. 

That had he twenty heads to tender down 

On twenty bloody blocks, he’d yield them up. Shakefp: 

Pro'mptuary. n.f. [promptuaire, ¥r. promptuarium, Lat.] A 
florehoufe ; a repolitory ; a magazine. 

This flratum is flill expanded at top, ferving as the femi- 
nary or prompiuary , that furnifheth forth matter for the for¬ 
mation of animal and vegetable bodies. Woodward. 

To PROMU'LGATE. v. a. [promulgo, Lat.] Topublifh; 
to make known by open declaration. 

Thofe albeit I know he nothing fo much hateth as to pro- 
mulgate , yet I hope that this will occafion him to put forth 
divers other goodly works. Spenfer. 

Thofe, to whom he entrufled the pro?nulgating of the 
gofpel, had far different initruftions. Decay of Piety. 

It is certain laws, by virtue of any fan&ion they receive 
from the pro?nulgatcd will of the legiflature, reach not a 
flranger, if by the law of nature every man hath not a power 
to punifh offences againft it. Locke. 

Promulgation. n.f. [promulgation Lat. from promulgate.] 
Publication ; open exhibition. 

The llream and current of this rule hath gone as far, it 
hath continued as long as the very promulgation of the 
gofpel. _ Hooker, b.v.f. 42. 

The very promulgation of the punifhment will be part of 
the punifhment, and anticipate the execution. South. 

Promulga'tor. n.f. [from promulgate .] Publifher; open 
teacher. 

How groundlefs a calumny this is, appears from the fanc- 
tity of the chriftian religion, which excludes fraud and falfe- 
hood ; fo alfo from the defignments and aims of its firfl pro¬ 
mulgators. Decay of Piety. 

7 'o PROMUXGE. v. a. [from promulgo, Lat.] To promul¬ 
gate ; to publifh ; to teach openly. 

The chief defign of them is, to eflablifh the truth of a 
new revelation in thofe countries, where it is firfl promulged 
and propagated. Attcrbury. 

Promu'lcer. n.f. [rom promulge.] Publifher; promulgator. 
The f.romulgers of our religion, Jefus Chrifl and his apoflles, 
railed men and women from the dead, not once only, but 
often. Atterhury. 

Pro n a'tor. n.f. In anatomy, a mufcle of the radius, of which 
there are two, that help to turn the palm downwards. Ditt. 

PRONE, adj. [pronus, Latin.] 

1. Bending downward ; not eredl. 

There wanted yet a creature not prone , 

And brute as other creatures, but indu’d 

With fanclity of realon, might eredt 

His ftature, and upright with front ferene 

Govern the reft. ‘ Milton's Par. Lojl, b. vii. 

2. Lvino- with the face downwards : contrary to fupine.. 

Upon thefe three pofitions in man, wherein the fpine can 
only be at right lines with the thigh, arife thofe poflures, 
prone , fupine and eredl. _ Brown's Vulgar Err own . 

3. Precipitous : headlong; going downwards. 

Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through the vaft ethereal fky 
Sails between worlds. Milton's Par. Lojl , b. v. 

4. Declivous; Hoping. 

Since the floods demand, 

For their defeent, a prone and finking land: 

Does not this due declivity declare 

A wife diredlor’s providential care ? Blachnore. 

-. Inclined; propenfe ; difpofed. It has commonly an ill fenfe. 
The labour of doing good, with the pleafure arifing from 
the contrary, doth make men for the moft part flower to the 
one and proner to the other, than that duty, preferibed them 
by law, can prevail fufficiently with them. Hooker. 

Thofe who are ready to confefs him in judgment and pro- 
fefikrn, are very prone* to deny him fhamefully in their doings. 

South's Sermons. 


PRO 

If we are prone to fedition, and delight in change there 
is no cure more proper than trade, which fupplies bufi’n.r.. 
the adtive, and wealth to the indigent. Addif 

Still prone to change, though flill the flaves of ftateT* 

Pr o'neness. n.f. [from prone.] 

1. The flate of bending downwards; not eredtnefs. 

If ereftnefs be taken, as it is largely oppofed unto pronenefs 
or the poflure of animals looking downwards, carrying their 
venters, or oppofite part to the fpine, direaiy towards the 
earth, it may admit of queftion. Brown's Vulg. Errours 

2. The flate of lying with the face downwards; not fupine- 
nefs. 

3. Defeent; declivity. 

4. Inclination; propenfion ; difpofition to ill. 

The holy fpirit faw that mankind is unto virtue hardly 
drawn, and that righteoufnefs is the lefs accounted of; by 
reafon of the pronenefs of our afFedtions to that which de- 
Jighteth. Hooker, b. y.f g. 

The foul being firfl from nothing brought, 

When God’s grace fails her, doth to nothing fall ; 

And this declining pronenefs unto nought, 

Is ev’n that fin that we are born withal. Davies. 

He inflituted this way of worfhip, becaufe of the carnality 
of their hearts, and their pronenefs of the people to idolatry. 

Tillotfons Sermons. 

The pronene r s of good men to commiferate want, in what- 
foever fhape it appears. Atterbury's Sermons. 

How great is the pronenefs of our nature, to comply with 
this temptation. Rogers's Sermons. 

Prong, n.f. [ prongben, Dutch, to fqueeze. Min/hcw .] A 
fork. 

The cooks make no more ado, but flicing it into little 
gobbets, prick it on a prong of iron, and hang it in a fur¬ 
nace. Sandys's Journey , 

Whacum his fea-coal prong threw by, 

And bafely turn’d his back to fly. Hudibras, 

Be mindful. 

With iron teeth of rakes and prongs to move 

The crufled earth. Dryden's Virg. Georg. 

Pro'nity. n.f. [from prone.] Pronenefs. A word not ufed. 
Of this mechanick pronity, I do not fee any good ten¬ 
dency. More's Divine Dialogues. 

Pronou'n. n.f. [pronom, Fr. pronomen, Lat.] 

I, thou, he; we, ye, they, are names given to perfons, 
and ufed inflead of their proper names, from whence they had 
the name of pronouns , as though they were not nouns them- 
felves, but ufed inflead of nouns. Clarke's Lat. Gram. 

To PRONOU'NCE. v. a. [prononcer, Fr. pronuncio, Lat.] 

1. To fpeak ; to utter. 

He pronounced all thefe words unto me with his mouth. 

Jer. xxxvi. 18. 

2. To utter folemnly ; to utter confidently. 

She 

So good a lady, that no tongue could ever 

Pronounce difhonour of her. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

I have pronounced the word, faith the Lord. Jer. xxxiv. 5. 

So was his will 

Pronounc'd among the gods. Milton. 

Sternly he pronounc'd the rigid intcrdidlion. Milton: 

The pronouncing of fentence of death is the office of infe¬ 
rior magiflrates. . _ Locke. 

Abfalom pronounced a fentence of death againft his bro¬ 
ther. Locke. 

3. To form or articulate by the organs of fpeech. 

Language of man pronounc'd 

By tongue of brute, and human fenfe exprefs’d. Milton. 
Though diverfity of tongues continue, this would render 
the pronouncing them eafier. Holder 1 

a. To utter rhetorically. 

To Pronou'nce. v. n. To fpeak with confidence or autho- 

tlow confidently foever men pronounce of themfelves, and 
believe that they are then moft pious, when they are molt 
eao-er and unquiet; yet ’tis fure this is far removed from the 
true genius of religion. Decay of 

Every fool may believe, and pronounce confidently; but 
wife men will, in matters of difepurfe, conclude firmly, and 
in matters of fadl, act furely. South's Sermons. 

Pronou'ncer. n.f. [from pronounce.] One who pronounces. 
The tronouncer thereof fhall be condemned in expences. 
r Ayliffes Parergon. 

Pronunciation, n. f [ prcnunciatio , from pronuncio , Lat. 
pronunciation , Fr.] The adt or mode of utterance. 

The defign of fpeaking being to communicate our tjog 
by ready, eafy and graceful pronunciation , all kind °[ e 
have been fearched out, that were ferviceable for 

It were eafy to produce thoufands of his verfes, which 1 
lame for want of half a foot, fometimes a w 0 e on pf . ^ 
which no pronunciation can make otherwne. 
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?&oof. n.f. [from prove.] 

I# Evidence; teftimony ; convincing token; convincing argu¬ 
ment ; means of conviction. 

That they all have always fo teftified, I fee not how we 
fhould poffibly wifh a proof more palpable than this. Hooker. 

This has neither evidence of truth, nor proof fufficient to 
give it warrant. Hooker. 

Though the manner of their trials fhould be altered, yet 
the proof of every thing muft needs be by the teftimony of 
fuch perfons as the parties fhall produce. Spenfer. 

That which I fhall report will bear no credit, 

Were not the proof fo high. Shakefp * 

One foul in both, whereof good proof 
This day affords. Miltom 

This, vers’d in death, th’infernal knight relates. 

And then for proof fulfill’d their common fates. Dryden. 

Thofe intervening ideas, which ferve to fbew the agree¬ 
ment of any two others, are called proofs. Locke. 

2. Tell; trial; experiment. 

Retire or tafte thy folly, and learn by proof. 

Hell-born ! not to contend with fpirits of heav’n. Milton * 
Sampfon, 

This day to Dagon is a folemn feaft, 

Thy ftrength they know furpaffing human race. 

And now fome publick proof thereof require 
To honour this great feaft. Milton’s Agonijles. 

When the imagination hath contrived the frame of,fuch an 
inftrument, and conceives that the event muft infallibly an- 
fwer its hopes, yet then does it flrangely deceive in the 
proof. Wilkins's Math. Magick. 

Gave, while he taught, and edify’d the more, 

Becaufe he fhew’d, by proof, ’twas eafy to be poor. Dryd. 
My paper gives a timorous writer an opportunity of putting 
his abilities to the proof. Addifon. 

Here for ever muft I flay. 

Sad proof how well a lover can obey. Pope. 

3. Firm temper; impenetrability; the ftate of being wrought 
and hardened, till the expedted ftrength is found by trial to 
be attained. 

Add proof unto rnine armour with thy prayers; 

And with thy bleffings fteel my lance’s point: Shakefp. 

To me the cries of fighting fields are charms. 

Keen be my fabre, and of proof my arms ; 

I afk no other bleffing of my ftars. Dryden , 

With arms of proof, both for myfelf and thee, 

Chufe thou the befl. Dryden. 

4. Armour hardened till it will abide a certain trial. 

He Bellona’s bridegroom, lapt in proof. 

Confronted him. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

5. In printing, the rough draught of a fheet when fii'ft pulled. 
Proof, adj. [This word, though ufed as an adje&ive, is only 

elliptically put for of proof.]. 1 

1. Impenetrable; able to refill. 

Now put your fhields before your hearts, and fight 
With hearts more proof than fhields. * Shakefp. 

Opportunity I here have had Jt ' 

To try thee, fift thee, and confefs have found thee 
Proof againft all temptation, as a rock 

Of adamant. M ,lion's P ar . Regain'd. 

He paft expreffion lov’d. 

Proof to difdain, and not to be remov’d. Dryden 

When the mind is throughly tindured, the man will be 
proof againft all oppositions. Collier 

Guiltlefs of hate, and proof againft defire; 

That all things weighs, and nothing can admire. Dryden. 
When a capuchin, that was thought proof againft bribes, 
had undertaken to carry on the work, he died a little after. 

2. It has either to or againjl before the power to be refilled.^ 

Imagin’d wife, 

Conftant, mature, proof againjl all affaults. Milton 

Deep in the fnowy Alps, a lump of ice 
By froft was harden’d to a mighty price; 

Proof to the fun it now fecurely lies, 

And the warm dog-ftar’s h<*teft rage defies. Addifon. 

1 he God of day, J 

To make him proof againjl the burning ray. 

His temples with celeftial ointment wet! ’ Addihv 
Pitoo'FLESs. adj [from proof.] Unproved; wanting evidence' 
home were fo mamfeftly weak and proofiefs. that he muft 


3* To fuftain; to fupporti ■ ' 

The nearer I find myfelf verging to that period, which i3 
to be labour and Sorrow, the more I prop myfelf upon thofti 
few fupports that are left me; * Pope, 

Prop. n.f. [proppe, Dutch.] A Support; a flay; that oii 
which any thing refts. 

The boy was the very flaff of my age, my very prop. Sha ; 

You take my houle, when you do take the ^prop 
That doth fuftain my houfe ; you take my life, 

When you do take the means whereby I live. Shakefp « 

Some plants creep along the ground, or wind about other 

Bacon ; 


be a very courteous adverfary, that can grant them, 
i o Prop. v . a. [proppen,Vh\ tch.] 


I. 


2 . 


To fupport by Something placed under or a<r a infh 
What we by day 

Lop overgrown, or prop, or bind. 

One night derides. 

To Support by ftanding under or againft* 

Like thefe earth unfupported keeps its place, 
i hough no fixt bottom profs the weighty rnafs. 
T .„ 1 , mows tile growing mafs fupply, 

As a'iuA" m0 k U f tains th ’ * ncu ™bent Iky; 
. As Atlas fix d each hoary pile appears. ^ 


Daniels 


Daviess 
Milton » 
Waller. 


Boyle. 


Milton. 


Creech. 


Pope, 


trees or props , and cannot Support themfelves. 

That he might on many props repofe. 

He ftrengths his own, and who his part did take. 

Again, if by the body’s prop we fland. 

If on the body s life, her life depend; 

As Meleager’s on the fatal brand, 

The body’s good fhe only would intend. 

Faireft unfupported flower 
From her b efr prop fo far. 

The current of his vidl’ries found no flop, 

Till Cromwell came; his party’s chiefeft prop. 

Twas a confiderable time before the great fragments that 
fell refted in a firm pofture ; for the props and flays, Whereby 
they leaned one upon another, often failed. BurneL 

The props return 

Into thy houfe; that bore the burden’d vines; Dryden 0 

Pro'pagable. adj. [from propagate.] Such as may be fpread , 
fuch as may be continued by fucceflion. 

Such creatures as are produced each by its peculiar feed, 
conflitute a diftina propagable fort of creatures. Boyle. 

To PROPAGATE, v. a. [propago, Latin.] 

1. 1 o continue or fpread by generation or fuccefiive produ6tioni 

All that I eat, or drink, or fhall beget; 

Is propagated curfe ! Milton's Par-. Lojl, b. x. 

Is it an elder brother’s duty fo 
To propagate his family and name ; 

You would not have yours die and buried with you ? Otway 5 
From hills and dales the cheerful cries rebound; 

P’or echo hunts along, and propagates the found; Dryden* 

2. To extend; to widen. 

. I have upon a high and pleafant hill 
Feign’d fortune to be thron’d : the bafe o’ th’mount 
Is rank’d with all deferts; all kind of natures. 

That labour on the bolom of this fphere 

To propagate their ftates. Shakefp. Timon of Alberts. 

3. 1 o carry on from place to place ; to promote. 

Some have thought the propagating of religion by arms not 
only lawful, but meritorious. Decay of Piety. 

Who are thofe that truth muft propagate. 

Within the confines of my father’s ftate. Dryden . 

* h°fe wh° feek truth only, and defire to probagate nothing; 
eife^ freely expofe their principles to the teft. ‘ Loch. 

Becau/e denfe bodies conferve their heat a long, time, and 
the denfelt bodies conferve their heat the longefl, the vibra¬ 
tions of their parts are of a lafting nature; and therefore may 
be propagated along folid fibres of uniform denfe matter to a 
great d,fiance, for conveying into the brain the impreffions 
made upon all the organs of fenfe. Newton 

4. To encreafe ; to promote. 

■vxr? r L efs ° f mine OWn Iie heav y m Y bread, 

Which thou wilt propagate, to have them prefl 

With more of thine. or 7 r 

Sooth’d with his future fame. 

And pleas’d to hear his propagated name. Dryden 

5- 10 generate. } 

tota%eSd“ i0nS ’ f r ^‘ed\nkncy, are hardly ever 

To Pro'pagate. v. n. To have offspring. 
cu No need that thou 

ohould It propagate , already infinite, 

Pd™a ' r ° U§h aI1 / , numbers abfolute, though one. Milton 
Propaga tion [propagatio, Lat. propagation, Fr. from 

fivt produaion° MlnUanCe ° r d!ffuf,on b L gyration Liccef- 

Men have fouls rather by creation than propagation. Hooker: 

igcLtL 

al] 1 ^ bvT ' n *" ." aEure a"? Ipontanwus giZndlkf bw 

part? 01116 b y propagation, wherein chance hath not the leaft 

OM Holme r ]• . D.ay on the Creation. 

<Jld flakes, of olive trees in plants revive; 

P R OPA U CATo e R r T; ‘hnve. Dryden . 

rROPA GATOR, n.f [from propagate .] J 

1. One who continues by fuccefiive produaiom ' 

2. A fpreader; a promoter. 

for S t°he r unftvof ° f anda mart vr 

Avire L ‘ r n- Lat 0 To drive forward ^ ’ 

to be frothy that « propelled out 
Harvey. 
This 


of a vein of the bread, 
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